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The sooner growing older is 
stripped of reflexive dread, the 
better equipped we are to 
benefit from the countless ways 
in which it can enrich us. 

― This Chair Rocks: A 
Manifesto Against Ageism 

by Ashton Applewhite 

We’re a year old! 

Actually, two years old, if you start counting back 
when we were mostly just talking and dreaming.  But 
in March a year ago Townsend Meadows Cooperative 
was created as our legal vehicle for building Quimper 

Village.  Since then we’ve been in gear.  High gear.   

So we decided we needed a birthday party for TMC!  
At a March meeting of  TMC’s Board (all TMC 
Members are on the TMC Board) the Social Team set 
out the bubbly and goodies and toasted our toddler.  
We think she’s cute!  And very, very busy. 

Happy Birthday! 
Townsend Meadows Cooperative 1st Anniversary Party, March 24, 2016 
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    We all know some of Murphy’s laws, one of 
which is that “everything takes longer and costs 
more.”  Quimper Village members met on April 
7 for a special session on value engineering, 
which is what you do when you find Murphy is 
one of the guys working on your cohousing pro-
ject. 

    Our village is primarily about the community, 
not the houses, but we need both.  To house our 
community, we hunted for a nice site, then 
worked with our architect to design a suitable 
“campus” for 28 homes and our common house, 
plus all the other odd ends that go with housing: 
earth moving, landscaping, paths and roads, re-
cycle temple, sewers and the like.  In addition to 
all that infrastucture, let’s not forget lawyers, 
accountants, engineers and other personnel 
costs. 

    Our construction budget was designed to give 
us very nice homes and a Common House built 
for a very nice cost.  That is to say, not too ex-
pensive.  We chose “production housing,” using 
standardized materials, design, and structure as 
far as possible.  We settled on three floor plans 
in eight townhouse-style buildings, then worked 
with our architects and engineers to design the 
most house at the least cost.  The idea is that the 
basic house will be perfectly comfortable, and 
an owner can then add to or modify the home 
with various personal choices. 
    Great concept, but you just know Mr. Murphy 
will show up sooner or later.  We are now at the 
point that comes in nearly every home building 
job: our design costs too much.  We have to cut/
modify to get back into our budget.  Some cuts 
are pretty easy, once the engineers and builders 
and architects get out their sharp pencils.  There 
are always alternative ways of doing things like 
foundations or roof design or various interior 
touches. 
    Most of these changes make little difference, 
probably will never be noticed.  Using a differ-
ent kind of baseboard will make the painting 

Apparently many people have a knee-jerk 
reaction that 55+ means an “old folks home,”  
“assisted living” or “nursing.”  Hardly!  Life may 
not begin at 55, but it doesn’t have to end there 
either.  Haven’t they heard that “55 is the new 
40?” 
It isn’t, really, but 55 certainly isn’t 85 either.  
QV members intend to wander actively into 
their futures, in good company.   
As we do age, we’ll be among friends, people we 
know well.  We’ll help each other, yes, as we 
would help any favorite neighbor and friend: a 

VALUE IS OUR GAME 

We’re not ready for that yet . . . 

easier and the appearance smoother, for instance, 
and cost less. Some actually improve the homes.   
The specified (a bit expensive) shingles were de-
signed to keep out the sun’s heat, but global 
warming has a long way to go before Port Town-
send is a hot climate.  We’ve switched to nice 
warm shingles, cheaper!   Red concrete for the 
common house patio – did you know red-dyed 
concrete costs over twice as much as “natural” 
grey concrete?  Grey is a color.  Some landscaping 
can be postponed.  After we live there for a while 
we may find that we’d rather do some landscap-
ing a bit differently. 

    But we’re keeping the things we really wanted, 
like the quartz counters in the kitchens and the 
fireplace in the common house.  And mostly we 
want to keep all the members of our community.  
That’s our real bottom line. 

    While we’re doing the trimming, we’re urging 
the City to please, please finish the approval re-
views, the contractor to develop the “final” price, 
and the bank to work out the mortgage arrange-
ments.  We have 23 Member households now and 
two Associate households who intend to join, 
leaving only three unsold units.  That’s wonderful!  
It’s also rather phenomenal: few cohousing devel-
opments reach such numbers and such readiness 
to build in less than 18 months from serious be-
ginnings.  But we’re seniors; we don’t have time to 
waste.  Onward! 
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Purchase of a home in Quimper Village is offered 
and available only to individuals/couples whose 
principal residence is the State of Washington 
and who have obtained membership in Town-
send Meadows Cooperative by way of its Offer-
ing  Memorandum. 

joint grocery run, some soup when you’re sick, a 
ride to a concert or appointment, a listening ear, 
lots of sympathy.  If someone needs more 
extensive care, we’ll help make arrangements and 
promise to visit when we can.  But we don’t 
expect more, and aren’t obligated to do more. 
We expect to age more successfully, among 
friends, avoiding an “old folks home” for longer.  
We expect to live in a nice house that’s less 
trouble to care for, with someone to watch it 
while we’re cruising in Antarctica (maybe with 
other QVers?), or just visiting our daughter in 
Seattle for a few days. 

We expect to meet friends on the paths and to 
have lots of tea, coffee and talk in the Common 
House.  A glass of wine on the patio.  Great chili at 
a common meal.  Very productive time in the 
workshop, just as soon as Jim finishes his story 
and we finish our coffee.  Want a cup? 
Or maybe you’re not ready for that yet? 
 

Jack 


