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“Life should not be a journey 
to the grave with the intention 
of arriving safely in a pretty 
and well preserved body, but 
rather to skid in broadside in a 
cloud of smoke, thoroughly 
used up, totally worn out, and 
l o u d l y  p r o c l a i m i n g , 
‘Wow! What a Ride!’”  

- Hunter S. Thompson 

The workshops are over, the design is done, and 
plans have been submitted to the city. The C.I.T. 
(Construction Interface Team) has been selected 
to communicate with our project manager and 
contractor once construction begins. 

Now that we've decided what we are going to 
build, we’re turning our focus to how we plan to 
live together in community. At our last two 
meetings, we talked about smoking, and the 
member feedback from that discussion will be 
used by the Policy Committee to develop a 
proposal for a smoking policy for Quimper 
Village. There will be many such discussions 
over the coming months as we explore ways to 

define our relationships with the Quimper Village 
Community. 

The Marketing Team is busy telling the world… 
well, at least Washington State… about Quimper 
Village. Units are selling very well, and we have 
added several new members recently. 

The Social Team has kept us entertained with 
picnics and potlucks… and, oh, the food is so 
good! Can’t wait for those community dinners! 

Construction is still scheduled to begin in the 
spring of 2016, with move-in in late spring or 
early summer of 2017. 

The dream is becoming real! 

Coffee 
and Conversation: 

September 19, 
10am—12pm 

Call 379-2566  for a 
reservation. 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, September 

24, 2-4 p.m. at 
QUUF. 



Who we are… 
Meet Mena and Cheron… 
Mena was born and raised in 
Oakland, CA. Her childhood 
memories include “apple wars” 
with fruit from the tree in her 
back yard — just like snowball 
fights, but with crabapples in-
stead. 
As a child, her favorite activity 
was playing librarian. She or-
ganized the family’s books, cre-
ating a card catalog using the 
Dewey Decimal System… the 
whole works. She is also a life-
long artist, and as a child en-
joyed painting, drawing, and 
crafting. 
Mena’s favorite job was the one 
where she and Cheron met: 
working for the Department of 
Social Services, adjudicating 
medical disability claims. She 
found the job satisfying because 
she likes feeling that she’s mak-
ing a difference. In that job, they 
were able to reach out to help 
doctors during the AIDS crisis 
because at that time, AIDS was 
not defined for Social Security 
disability benefits, so there was 
no easy way to help AIDS vic-
tims. Mena and Cheron helped 
doctors find programs that 
would provide help and support 
to their AIDS patients. 
Cheron grew up in Detroit, and 
moved to Los Angeles at age 
21 and San Francisco at 22. 
She likes to say she moved 
west until she ran into ocean. 
Her back yard memory is her 
mother’s tomato garden, and 
standing at the sink with tomato 
juice dripping from her chin. 

Also dog poop, she adds — her 
mom raised Labrador retrievers. 
Cheron rode her bike as a child, 
and played 3rd base in fast 
pitch softball. She went on to 
play fast pitch for her school 
and as an adult. “I’ve got a heck 
of an arm,” she says with a 
laugh. 
Mena and Cheron came to Port 
Townsend after “searching for a 
retirement location that didn’t 
get 40 inches of annual rainfall.” 
They were attracted to Port 
Townsend by the Rose 
Theater and other art ven-
ues, the arts community, 
and the killer views. When 
they visited to look around, 
they stayed at a B&B, and 
asked the (straight) owner 
whether a lesbian couple 
could be happy here. She 
answered with an enthusi-
astic “Yes!” and followed 
up by organizing a dinner 
for Mena and Cheron with a 
number of people from the Port 
Townsend gay community. 
They felt welcome and included 
from the start. 
Cheron says her favorite job 
was when she worked as a lo-
comotive engineer for S. Pacific 
(now Amtrak) in the 80s. She 
worked mainly passenger trains 
in the San Francisco Bay area 
for 10 years, and loved it. 
In retirement, Cheron’s activi-
ties include volunteering for 
ECHO (driving people to medi-
cal appointments), and volun-
teering at the Port Townsend 
Visitors’ Center, which is fun 
because she gets to meet peo-
ple who are vacationing here. 
She also paints watercolors, 
plays with their cat, reads, and 

plays “too many computer 
games.” 
Mena developed a passion for 
painting after retirement, start-
ing 10 years ago. She donates 
art to local nonprofits for fund-
raising, and her art is displayed 
at the Northwind Art Center in 
Port Townsend. Check it out! 

Mena and Cheron both love to 
travel and learn about different 
cultures, and have visited a 
number of countries. 
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Purchase of a home in Quim-
per Village is offered and 
available only to individuals/
couples whose principal resi-
dence is the State of Washing-
ton and who have obtained 
membership in Townsend 
Meadows Cooperative by way 
of its Offering  Memorandum. 


