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“I don’t want to get to 
the end of my life and 
find that I just lived the 
length of it. I want to 
have lived the width of 
it as well.” 

— Diane Ackerman 
 

It’s hard to believe that just over a year ago, 
Quimper Village was nothing more than a gleam 
in the eyes of a small group of intrepid dreamers 
who thought there ought to be a better way to 
age successfully. They set about to turn their 
vision into reality, and now we’re seeing the 
result of what they started.  
Our member teams, our architects, and our 
project manager are working with the City of Port 
Townsend to finalize our plans so we’ll be able to 
solicit bids from contractors. One of the fun things 
we’ll get to do soon is pick the name of our street! 
The Construction Interface Team is looking at 
contractors’ websites in preparation for choosing 
who will build our village. 

The Finance and Legal Team has been 
assembling a package that we can take to banks 
when we apply for our construction loan. 
And the all-important Social Team has organized 
a series of lunches/dinners in people’s homes, 
where a small group of 6 people can get to know 
one another better. As we nurture our sense of 
community, it continues to grow. 
In addition to the Coffee and Conversation 
gatherings, the Marketing Team has scheduled 
Quimper Village presentations in Chimacum, 
Edmonds, and Port Ludlow; information is on the 
QV website. We still have a few units left, but 
they’re going fast. 
The dream is becoming real! 

Coffee 
and Conversation: 

October 17 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Call 379-2566  for a 
reservation. 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, October 22, 

2-4 p.m. at Unity 
Center. (Members & 

Associates only) 



Who we are… 
Meet Jim and Cherie… 

Jim grew up on a chicken farm 
in Iago, Texas, where his 
parents ran a hatchery and feed 
store. His back yard memory 
includes lots of chickens, cows, 
and ducks. 

As a child, Jim spent much of 
his time reading and engaging in 
4H activities, raising prize-
winning breeding chickens and 
earning enough money to pay 
for his college education. He 
sold five  of his 4H chickens for 
$2,300 in 1951! He attended his 
first two years of college on a 
football scholarship, and paid for 
the last two years with his 4H 
earnings. In his 4H activities, he 
learned lots of handyman skills 
that he hopes to contribute to 
Quimper Village. 

In addition to 4H, Jim was also 
active in Boy Scouts, joining the 
Order of the Arrow and earning 
the rank of Eagle Scout. 

After a stint in the Army,  he 
became an officer in the Army 
Reserves, and retired with 28 
years of service. He also spent 

more than thirty years working in 
the public school system, ending 
his career as superintendant of 
the  Galveston, Texas School 
District. His favorite job, though,  
was teaching junior high kids. 

Cherie grew up in Anchorage, 
Alaska. When she looked out of 
the kitchen window of her 
childhood home, she saw log 
cabins, snow in winter, and rain 
and swarms of  mosquitos in 
summer…and an outhouse until 
she was five years old! 

Her childhood interests were 
reading and bike riding, activities 
that she carried into adulthood. 
As an adult, Cherie has bicycled 
all over the world — Paris to 
Istanbul, Viet Nam, New 
Zealand, and a number of other 
countries. 

She joined the Army Reserves, 
went to Army physical therapy 
school, and spent 17 years 
working as a civilian physical 
therapist. She retired from the 
Reserves in 1993. 

Cherie’s favorite job was 
working as a physical therapist 
at the VA because she had 
autonomy. She also enjoyed 
providing home health visits. 

Cherie’s folks retired to Sequim 
in 1971. Her mother developed 
dementia, so when Jim retired in 
1993, they moved to Sequim to 
help her father. 

These days, Jim stays busy with 
Rotary International, and is an 
ambassador for Shelter Box, an 
international disaster relief 
organization. He and Cherie 
volunteer weekly with Volunteer 
Hospice of Clallam County and 
collect shellfish for the State of 
Washington to test 

After moving to Sequim, Cherie 
became a Master Gardener, a 
beekeeper, a casual keeper of 
laying hens, and the chief 
planter and vegetation mover on 
their property. She served for 13 
years as a board member of the 
Peninsula Trails Coalition, the 
organization that is building the 
Olympic Discovery Trail that 
goes through Sequim. 

Jim and Cherie are delighted to 
have found Quimper Village, 
and can’t wait to move in and 
begin the cohousing adventure! 
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Purchase of a home in Quim-
per Village is offered and 
available only to individuals/
couples whose principal resi-
dence is the State of Washing-
ton and who have obtained 
membership in Townsend 
Meadows Cooperative by way 
of its Offering  Memorandum. 


